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PRESS RELEASE  
International Fair-faced Concrete Symposium 
25th-26th February 2011 
 
curator: Péter István Varga, architect 
 
 
The upcoming event of the Hungarian Centre of Contemporary Architecture is dealing with a very actual 
topic indeed, fair-faced concrete. The opening event of the so called „CONCRETE SPRING” is the 
International Fair-faced Concrete Symposium, which will host German, Austrian and Swiss architects 
besides the Hungarian lecturers. This Symposium is the first program about fair-faced concrete in 
Hungary that is meant emphatically for architects. Although in connection with exposed concrete the 
technological and industrial background is fundamental, the quality is basically an architectural question. 
Just think about Peter Zumthor’s chapel in Wachendorf, Zaha Hadid’s MAXXI museum in Rome or the 
buildings of Tadao Ando. They are all fair-faced concrete in a different way depending on the 
architectural concept. 
 
In the first session of the conference Hungarian and foreign architects will give lectures about their 
design principles in connection with fair-faced concrete. Among our invited lecturers we are happy to 
welcome Ernst J. Fuchs, the leading architect of the well-known the next ENTERprise; the architects of 
Mayer-Bährle Architekten, who will give an account of the realization details of the well-known iconic 
buildings at first hand as the European partners of Zaha Hadid and Tadao Ando. 
 
The design of fair-faced concrete goes hand in hand with construction. Thus the second session of the 
conference will focus on the questions of design and construction. In connection with the relation of 
formwork and architecture we will be allowed to inspect the “backstage secrets” of the construction of 
the Mercedes Museum in Stuttgart by the UN Studio. There will be a lecture about concrete itself and 
its hidden potentials. And how do ecology, cost-efficiency, space and concrete relate to each other?  -
Dominik Arioli from Switzerland will talk about that. 
 
Concrete is by far not only architecture. In session 3 we are going to deal with the frontiers of concrete: 
there will be lectures about the relation of concrete and other materials; about glass fibre concrete; we 
will be guided into the concrete-related tendencies of fine arts, and we can get to know what 
monolithism is in landscape architecture and design. 
 
On the second day of the symposium the registered participants will have the opportunity to visit certain 
structurally finished stations of metro line 4 and have a look at the exposed concrete surfaces with the 
guidance of the designers. 
 
Credit points are given on demand to the members of the Chamber of Architects; interpretation 
and lunch are included. 
 
 
Detailed program and registration: http://kek.org.hu/beton 
email: beton@kek.org.hu 
 
 


